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Honorab 1e StrOll] Thurmond
United States te
Washington, D.C. 20510

Y' Senator Thurmond:

This is in response to your March 27
the fluoride drinking water standard

th Carolina.
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ThE: fluoride standard t promulgated by t.he State South
Carol ina in its lnlS ion primary enforcement n~sponsibn Hies
under the Safe Drinkin9 l\ct (SEMi\). Under this • State
drinking water reaulations be no less stringent ional
In m'PI"imary DrinkinSJ er Re9ulutions (NI R) 1?-5 lished
by EPA. The maximurn contanrinant lev(?l (riCl) of 1.6 n1qF! uori
'Is t:..lice the optimuril level den 1 health prot '!on.,
slUes rli:1ve shown that as f1uori concentration in dr'inking
water exceeds the standard level, the sk den 1 U sis
inct~eases. ~1ild dental fluorosis is priinarily noti 1e as a (
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S'liOht discoloration of. to severe fluorosis
is characterized by su tantial dlscoloration. pitting d truc- I
tion of ena.mel. The standa 'is int2nded to pro pub'! ic (
from moderate to severe fl uoros is.

)

It is not appropri ate to remove fl uori
because» it can cause adverse health
dental fluorosis) at levels found in some (1 'ing \'Iater,
conducting epidemiological studies to fur't~er defin th
health risks and the stan level. Techriology 10 t is
al so being pursued to provi additional 1:leans of controll "in
fluoride.
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Violation of a prirrJdl"'Y (heal th reI t~equires
TOi'm of Hemingway provi odic notice of tll,1 and

prompt act ion to The vi 0 1 t ion so
.,eaves...-th-e... TO'~;'ILVtllnerab-1 e to and other 1 efwl 1)1"0-ceecf1n9s • Inan --effo rt------"as s s rr~je-"e-t-n5-res~--H;-i1 it"j es
w'ftnour-fear of penalty} the South ina Department H
and Environmental Contro) s issu fluoride r;~Cl
Henlingway. This exempt"ion exten deadl ine for
and allows the Town additional time to study the problem and develop
alternative methods for ing the uof'ide 1irnit. The Hemingway
fluor; exemption and !J!{Jre than 50 from South ina
communities in same coas 1 region are curn::ntly under Y'evie\'I/
1n this office. It is early to ne how many e
co:nmunities may need t fi.'cilities to 12xcessive
fluorides to saf(~ levels t 111r9 r of comrm.ill"! ies
invo'lved indicates that correction of this problem will 11

e significant nanei ct on coastal South rol1na.
Although the fluoride limit and other const1tuen n in the
NIPDWRhave ex·isted for many .'lears as Publ ic Hh Ser'vice
Drinking Water Standards, were enforced only at State opt
Un the SmU\ all cOTrJ11uni water supplies were requ1 meet

NIPOIim 1irnHs beginning e ,1977. The SD\:JA not
prvJvi for wa system cons; ction grants. Financial aistl!.nce
for' I'iater system constiAucth.n1 has tradi tionally -I
th Farmers Home Admin; trJtion. rtment f s·j
Urban Development~ Economic opment n1stration
Appalachia grants and loans. EPA has recently en
agreement with the Fal'111erS Home I~dministrat-ion r
consideration of small water which fail to nk1ng
water standards. In addition to the above. the Coas 1 Plains
Regional COffl'lilission and U.S. lo9ical Survey have also ex s
interest in assisting these coastal South Carol ina cornmunit es
with thei r fl uori de prob 1eJilS •

I hope the above provi des the bac rcund you con rn 1n9 e
problem in Heming1i/UY. If I can be of turther aS5is ce, please
1 et n;e knov/o /"

Sincerely yours.

John C. \Jhitc
Pecdonal J\dmin-ist r

be: Vieten' J. I<inllll, DCI,lli tall
Administrator for Drinking Wat r

Lewis Shaw, Director - SC Depar t
of Health & Environmcn 1 Con ro1


