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Apparently the d1agnoeia 1n the 88uerbrunn case was not
Obvious, since no efforts to lo~r the patient •• fluoride
Intake vors descrlbad. J an vonderlng whether similar ettect.~
of a lessor degree might be pas8ing unnotiCed. esp~clal1y
among patients with reduced r~nal function. ~ith these
cases in ~ind do you feol comfortable with the margin of
safety that is inherent in the .'ti.eA.optimal level (2~ to
4~8 mg/l) for the higher risk population which might be
p~rsons with 8~ renal deficiency or others with unusua~ly
high _water consumption tdiab~_tiSjnJ'ip1dU.} __whQ_._ll~fLj~~:.-_ .fluc:-id0 are~8?
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You ~y know that we have proposed a standard at 4 mg/l

and a finAl decision is almoat at hand. Thank you for your
past &ss16taOC8$ I would appreciate receiving any C~~ts

I ,
~~ ~1Qht have on the•• reports.
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J'oaepb A.cotriVo •. Pb~", 11 D1r.~r
Crlt~u:·ia aDd Bt,.andarda Division:,
Office of Drinki~ Water fWH-55C)EfA <. '-<.
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*Dr. Shapiro was Chairman, Surgeon General's Ad Hoc Corrmittee on "Non-Dental Effects of
Fluoride," April 1983. Note that Dr. Cotrl1vo refers to the "version" q.fthe panel's
recommendation that was "re-written" after the panel adjourned. Dr.Cotrl1vo was at
the meeting and knows the panel voted to retain the 0CI'-2.4 mg;l MCL to age nine.


